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Presicdent’s comments
By Nancy Russell

All Because of Broccoli — Conclusion

When thinking about my topic for July | remembered
writing articles the last two years about winter seed-
sowing with the promise to share what I have learned. |
especially loved trying this different way of starting
plants when it came to growing broccoli in my little
garden. Anything to have beautiful crowns and florets
early, untouched by cabbage worms who decided to
enjoy it, too. No chemicals, no hand-picking and no
covering with cloth. After 3 years growing winter seed-
sown broccoli, | have made some decisions about the
future of growing this beloved vegetable at my house.

The first decision was “to do winter seed-sowing or not
to do winter seed-sowing?” 1 am not going to do it
again. Germination was poor. It was also more difficult
to control the air temperature and light. Growing the
seedlings under a grow light was easier and more
consistent when it came to light and temperature needs.
Even when using older seeds there was more successful
germination. Winter seed-sown results were
disappointing.

I also found I wasn’t always ready with needed materials
to start seeds in late December or early January.
Sometimes I didn’t have the seeds because they were not
available yet in the stores or | forgot to order in a timely
manner from the catalog or website. Even having ready
gallon jugs was a problem because | had been dutifully
recycling them instead of saving them back.

Probably the biggest decision to not do winter seed-
sowing had to do with not wanting to start working on a
gardening project. It hadn’t been that too long ago my
own gardens had been put to sleep for the winter. |
wasn’t ready to again start working at gardening. The
busy holiday season was over and other hobbies had
been neglected. There were too many books to read and
sewing projects to create that gardening was not at the
top of my to-do list.

I’ve concluded I’'m not giving up on growing my own
broccoli, but I’ve learned that what was done before still
works. For all the right reasons. See everyone in July!! #

oordinator’s comments
By Doug Benson

Well, | hope everyone survived the heat without any
serious problems. | know for me it was a struggle, but
for the most part | just stayed in the house with the fan
and the air conditioner running. The shocker is going to
come in another week or so when | get my electric bill.

My perennials have been doing well regardless of the
heat and the dryness. One bed is full of daisies, purple
and white liatris, purple coneflowers, and some variety
of bright yellowish Rudbeckia that have been blooming
for almost two full weeks. The only thing missing is the
flagpole that | had to take down earlier in the spring
when it was about to break. In one of my other beds, |
have something strange going on. Right in the middle of
the bed, | have three trees growing that my software
identifies as walnut trees. I'm pretty sure that they're not
tree of heaven, but they might possibly be sumac. I'm
going to have to study them a little bit more. My one-
tomato vegetable garden has been struggling with the
dry and the heat. There are blossoms, but as long as it's
this hot, they're not going to set any fruit.

The Master Gardener program is moving along. We're
not overwhelmed with calls, but the helpline is getting a
fairly steady series of requests. Thank you to everyone
who has signed up and been coming in to the helpline.
We still have lots of vacancies available to be filled for
August and September.

The Memorial Garden looks surprisingly good given the
heat and the fact that | don't think anyone is doing much
in the way of regular watering. There is a tremendous
amount of color; However, because of the dryness and
the heat, the flowers are maturing a little bit faster than
normal, so we need to do more deadheading. The mulch
appears to be holding down the weeds. The same cannot
be said about the weeds in the lawn. Creeping Charlie,
aka ground ivy, is going rampant, as is a lot of white
clover. The middle of the summer is not an ideal time to
apply either fertilizer or herbicides to the lawn, so I'll
wait until probably late August to do something with the
weeds in the turf. As with the helpline, there are several
openings for volunteers during the rest of the summer. |
will have a sign-up sheet at the meeting on Wednesday.
And just a final reminder, and | need to remind myself of
this too, if you open the storage box be sure that you
lock it when you get done. To lock it, push the hasp




down in and turn any one of the dials. Finally, turn all
the dials to some random number like 0000.”

Here are some more random thoughts. Last month's
library seminar presented by Judy Westerheidi was a
huge success. We had probably the largest crowd we've
ever had for one of our programs, and everyone seemed
to get some good ‘“hacks.” Congratulations, Judy!
Remember that there is no program this month because
of the fair. For our last two programs in August, I'll be
talking about trees and in September Missy will be
talking about saving seeds. Wish us luck!

The Shelby County Fair is only two weeks away - July
26 through August 1. We are due to supervise the
building on Senior Day, Tuesday, July 28. We really
won't have much to do other than just greet people and
keep an eye on the building because we are having no
kids craft. We will be sharing our display area with
Rylee Kay, as there are at least eleven different groups
that need to fit into six table spaces. I'll have the sign-up
sheet at the meeting. According to the Internet, the
Mercer County Fair is two weeks after ours, August 13 -
19. | imagine our Mercer County members are working
hard to get ready for their “Hoof-it Day; we wish them
well. I am checking to see if we'll have space available
for our display at the Auglaize County Fair, which starts
the day after ours. One topic | forgot to bring up at the
June meeting is whether we want to offer a door prize at
any, all, or none of the county fairs. We'll decide on that
at the meeting.

Rylee Kay is working on getting the dedication plague
for our oak tree at Lake Loramie. As soon as she gets it,
we will try to arrange a time for the dedication which
hopefully many of you will be able to attend for as a
show of numbers. I'm hoping to get someone from the
park, a state legislator, and a couple of the county
commissioners from the different counties to attend.
And, if we're really lucky, maybe we'll even get some
coverage from the newspaper.

Rylee Kay and I continue discussing how and when we
can offer training for a new class. Obviously, it's going
to be necessary for us to get more members, as we know
that our Mercer County folks probably will be leaving us
in another year or two, and some of our members are
going to be retiring from the program as well. We
welcome any ideas on recruitment and suggested
recruits.

And finally, my usual conclusion: keep recording your
hours in Hands on Connect and remember that you need
at least 20 volunteer hours and 10 hours of continuing
education to meet state requirements. If you need help
entering your hours or finding programs for training, let
me know. One final comment, | want to personally thank
Rylee Kay for all she's doing for the Master Gardener

program; she is really bailing me out and helping me get
things done when it's supposed to be the other way
around. | think we're very fortunate to have her with us.
See you at the meeting! 4@

Weather Warnings: Handling The Hot and Humid

By: Rylee Kay Puthoff, ANR Educator

This summer has started with a bang! 95-degree weather
and high humidity make a July day feel like the depths
of August. The humidity makes the temperature feel
over a hundred degrees. While the temperature has
started to drop, the humidity will keep it feeling hotter
than it actually is. So, | wanted to take a moment and
talk about the impact of the heat on our plants and
ourselves.

First, now is the perfect time to move some of those
houseplants outdoors. Many houseplants need high
humidity, and our Ohio summers are perfect for them!
Putting these plants outdoors allows them to get more
sunlight and fresh air. It also clears up space inside for
cleaning and sanitation. | know there is always a ring of
dust around my plants when | move them outdoors. Just
keep an eye on a few things. First, plants placed outside
have a greater chance of being infested by insects, so
look out for the earliest signs of damage. The second is
watering. Homes with air conditioning typically have a
humidity of around 50%, and summer outdoor humidity
can range from 60% upwards. This brings watering into
question as the humidity and heat cause evaporation.
That means plants will need more frequent watering.

The second concern about this heat is the effects it has
on humans. We have heard it all over the news to keep
hydrated and stay indoors in this kind of weather. |
encourage you to follow this advice and keep cool. |
encourage you to work in the evenings or early
mornings, and stop right away if you start to feel tired,
dizzy, or have a headache. Now is the time to chug water
and electrolyte drinks when possible. | encourage you to
wear lightweight layers that protect your skin from the
sun and wick away sweat. | know it sounds silly to add
layers in the summer, but clothing made from linen and
cotton will keep you cool and protected from sunburn.

I like this article posted on the CORN Newsletter that
talks about heat safety on farms, and much of it applies
to the garden as well.

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2026-
20/managing-heat-farm

Stay safe gardening! #
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HYDRANGEA PANICULATA ‘GOTTA LOVE IT’
By Ann Heeley

That’s the new name I’m going to give to the ‘Vanilla
Strawberry’ hydrangea I bought a few years ago. The
original name of this hybrid was Hydrangea paniculata
‘Rehny’, but the patent will expire in 2027.

This hydrangea was first hybridized in France by forcing
a cultivar, ‘Unique’, to self-pollinate. This created a
new cultivar which was patented in 2007. In order to be
patented, the French company had to prove that:
e it was a novel plant, not previously known,
either a hybrid or a mutation
e it couldn’t be confused with another plant
e it could be asexually reproduced through 3
generations (not by seed)
e each generation had to act and look exactly like
the original

The French company sold the patent rights to Bailey’s
Nurseries in the US (for big bucks), and Bailey’s
trademarked it under the ‘Vanilla Strawberry’ name.
Plant patents last 20 years, and during that time, no one
was allowed to grow or sell that plant without
permission from the patent owner. However, after a
patent expires, anyone is allowed to grow and sell the
plants under whatever name they want...as long as the
new cultivar name:

isn’t close to another plant’s name

isn’t misleading

isn’t Latinized or Latin sounding

isn’t an already trademarked name (like ‘Vanilla
Strawberry’)

Although it costs $5,000 or more to patent a plant, a
plant trademark costs only $250. Is it worth it to me to
shell out $250 for the trademark? Not really. | can still
legally grow it and sell it under whatever name | choose
after the patent expires because I don’t intend to become
a major retailer. Maybe Il sell it on Etsy or eBay under
the ‘Gotta Love It’ name with photos of my “Vanilla

Strawberry> hydrangea.

I'll clone the plant by
either growing cuttings
or by tissue culture.
Tissue culture involves
taking small bits of the
plant, usually leaves,
and growing them in a
nutrient-rich gel (agar)
to produce an exact
clone of the original
plant. Big retailers like
Costa Farms, Bailey
Nurseries, and Proven Winners do this on a massive
scale. Me? Not so much. But who knows? My newly-

found hobby might be a way to enjoy a completely
different side of gardening while earning money to buy
more plants. Anyone interested in buying a ‘Gotta Love
It’ hydrangea? #

Harvesting Rhubarb
By Karen Seger

Knowing how to harvest rhubarb means you have the

=5 technique to pick flavorful
stems without damaging
your plants, carrying on
picking too long will
affect the long-term health
of your changes.

While you do need to wait
a few years after planting
rhubarb to get a crop, the
temptation may be to pick
as many stems for as long
as possible in future years. That is a rhubarb growing
mistake to avoid, or your plants won't have the lifespan
they may have otherwise.

If cared for correctly, rhubarb can be productive for
decades. And a key part of proper maintenance is
understanding when to stop picking rhubarb. The last
harvests should be in early July. The window should last
8-10 weeks in late spring and early summer, when you
pick lots of stalks. However, stopping in early July,
gives plants the time to replenish their energy for the
future.

Your rhubarb can spend the rest of summer
photosynthesizing and building up energy supplies in the
roots. This guarantees the plant has the reserves needed
to burst growth again next spring. If you continued
harvesting into summer, the stalks would get thinner as
the plant lacked the energy to produce thick, flavorful
stems. And you currently wouldn't get a good crop of
stems to pick next year. The sight of thin, spindly stalks
on your plants is definitely a sign you need to stop
picking if you haven't already. A weakened rhubarb
plant won't have the energy to keep providing you with
stems for years to come.

Rhubarb needs lots of nutrients to produce the large
stalks and leaves. To ensure your plants have essential
nutrients they need, stop picking in early summer to
store energy and fertilize with a phosphorus-rich
fertilizer in fall and a nitrogen rich fertilizer in spring. #



Rhododendrons vs Azalea Debate
By Karen Seger

Azaleas Rhododendron

,,';_ -~ - ‘\
Gardeners are often puzzled by the rhododendron vs
azalea debate, seeking to uncover the subtle cues and
distinct traits that define these two plant types.

The short answer to rhododendrons and azaleas are both
members of the Rhododendron genus, but they differ in
a few key aspects.

Azaleas are generally smaller plants with funnel-shaped
flowers and can be deciduous or evergreen, featuring one
stamen per lobe.

Rhododendrons, on the other hand, tend to be larger.
With bell-shaped flowers and thick, leathery leaves and
usually have ten or more stamens.

While azaleas often prefer more sun and can tolerate less
acidic soils, rhododendrons typically need more shade
and highly acidic soil conditions to thrive. 4

Conservation Day Camp 2026
By Teresa Freisthler

This year’s Conservation Day Camp was held at the
Sidney Fish and Game Club. Our Master Gardener
Volunteers were Marily Schweitzer, Cheryl Michael,
Mary Delzeith, and I. We taught about the history of
gardening in the United States. This included going back
in time to the colonial days before the US was a country,
through the days of George Washington, both World
Wars, through COVID 19, and until today.

The campers were taught about the Indigenous People,
and how they helped the settlers. They learned about
planting “The Three Sisters” (corn, beans, and squash).
Each camper planned his or her square foot garden, and
a container garden. After that, each camper was given a
plastic cup with a domed lid. Soil was placed in each
cup, and lettuce seeds were sprinkled in the cup. A final
squirt of water was added to the cup, and the lid was
placed on top for each person to take home and place in
the window.

We are hoping the lettuce will grow, and the camper can
learn how even a tiny container garden can grow. It was
a very enjoyable day for us, and hopefully for the
campers too. There were about 120 children who will be
entering the second and third grades next fall. 4@

Did you know that Vanilla comes from an
Orchid? By Jill Dickman

The vanilla we all use when baking comes from the
bean/seed of a Vanilla Orchid! Vanilla Orchids are
vining orchids that grow in sub-tropical and tropical
areas throughout the world. They are native to the
Americas including Mexico. The vine in the attached
photos would be largely ignored if it had not been
marked as a Vanilla Orchid at the Atlanta Botanical
Garden and pointed out by a volunteer who provided a
short educational program about the vine.

Vanilla Orchids are the only orchids that produce edible
fruit (beans) which are considered the most expensive
spice in the world. Vanilla Orchids are said to be
challenging to care for as getting them to flower and
produce beans requires space, controlled humidity, and
manual pollination. The vines must be able to grow to at
least 10 to 20 feet. Flowering usually takes up to 3
years, and then only lasts one day. Pollination needs to
be done manually (unless Mexican bees are nearby)
within a brief 2- to 4-hour window of time. When
successfully pollinated, the bean pods take nine months
to mature and three months to cure in order to develop
the vanilla flavor we all love. The most common
species, Vanilla planifolia (also known as ‘flat-leaved’
or ‘Bourbon’ vanilla) is native to Mexico and accounts
for the majority of commercial vanilla production in the
world. #




By Doug Benson

Recently, Rylee Kay | had the opportunity to measure a tree to see if it would qualify as the largest of its species
in the state of Ohio. The tree is a Japanese lilac tree (Syringa reticulata) located here in Sidney. | had looked at
the tree a couple of years ago but didn’t follow up on the actual process of measuring it until the owner called a
couple of weeks ago. When | told Rylee Kay about it, her reaction was “Let's do it!”

Some background information: The National Champion Tree Program started in 1940 and was managed by an
organization called American Forests. Last year management was transferred to the School of Natural
Resources at the University of Tennessee. Records are kept of all species native to North America, and a
standardized method of measuring has been developed. https://nationalchampiontree.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/270/2025/01/2024-Register-final-web-version-1-15-25-compressed. pdf The Ohio
Department of Natural Resources maintains a similar list of trees both native and non-native to Ohio and
currently has 14 of the national champion trees. https://ohiodnr.gov/discover-and-learn/plants-trees/champion-
trees-ohio Being designated as a champion tree carries no special legal status or protection; it's basically just for
recognition.

Before going out to measure the tree, we had to study up on the standardized procedure for measuring. All trees
regardless of their species are measured in the same way and given a numerical score. Add the tree's Trunk
Circumference (inches) + Height (feet) + 1/4 of the Average Crown Spread (feet) = Total Points. The
ODNR website mentioned above has a link to specific directions on how to take these measurements. Special
rules apply in measuring the circumference if a tree splits into multiple trunks, and we’re not sure if we
measured that number the right way.

We followed the directions as we understood them and came up with the following results: circumference of 92
inches + the height of 34 feet + 1/4 of the average crown spread (40 / 4) of 10 feet giving us a final score 136
points. The current champion’s score: 74 in. + 33 ft. + (36/4) 9 ft. = total score 116. ODNR will have a trained
representative come out and check our numbers for accuracy. We will let you know how we did.

The owner, who says the tree is at least 50 years old, took the photos last year. #



https://nationalchampiontree.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/270/2025/01/2024-Register-final-web-version-1-15-25-compressed.pdf
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The Survivors

By Ann Heeley

After being confined to a wheelchair, then a walker, and then a cane for 4 months, | can absolutely testify that I have
gained a profound respect and empathy for anyone in this situation who loves gardening and figures out how to do it
anyway. I’m not one of those figure-outers. That’s why I’m writing today about the plants in my garden that have lived
in spite of my neglect. Those that thrived without being watered. Those that should have been fertilized but weren’t.
Those that needed mulch, but weren’t given any. And now, those that have lived through the flooding rain in the spring
followed by summer’s scorching heat and humidity for weeks without flinching.

The plants that have impressed me most in my garden may have done even better if | had provided the care that they
needed in the spring. But these are the real troopers I’d recommend to anyone who lacks the time, ability, or desire to
work outside. There are many others that I don’t grow, so I’ll just focus on the ones in my own garden. The Survivors.

Allium: Tall and short, purple and white. They all came up and sparkled with color. | leave the ones with sturdy stems
them up even thought they’re brown. Sometimes I spray-paint them blue...just because I can.

Butterfly Weed (Asclepias tuberosa):  Still blooming and providing butterflies,
especially monarchs, with needed habitat.

Liatris spicata: | eventually had to stake them because
they didn’t come up as straight as | would have wanted.
The flowering portion of these tall varieties isn’t as large
as | had hoped. | blame that on the fact that when |
planted them, I didn’t enrich the soil as much as I should
have. Plus, liatris doesn’t like all the rain we had earlier
this spring. They really don’t care about extra fertilizer.
They want sun and compost.

Threadleaf Coreopsis (Coreopsis vercillata): They started blooming earlier than usual,
and didn’t seem to mind the recent heat and humidity at all. I’ll have to shear them
back soon for repeat blooms.

ek R Smoke Bush (Cotinus coggyria): Nothing seems to
bother thls guy that [’ve had for 3 years. I have him next to the lamp post, and I really need
to give him a trim since he has grown taller than the lamp post. | know from a Smoke Bush
we had at our previous home that a trim any time of year won’t matter. We may have
fewer blooms, although it didn’t seem to lessen the blooms on our other smoke bush. The
one | planted last year is struggling, but T think he’s going to make it. He hasn’t been
watered at all, which shows that he’s a real Survivor.
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Catmint (Nepeta): Ready to cut back for more blooms! | had a chance last winter to give
the trio a buzz cut. This year, they were bigger than ever, and they bloomed prolifically.
Neither snow nor rain nor heat, especially heat, will stop them.

Ninebark (Physocarpus opulifolius): | have 2 Ninebark
shrubs. The ‘Amber Jubilee’ gets a more sun than the
‘Diablo’. Ninebarks want lots of sun, and the heat
doesn’t seem to affect their growth. Fortunately, they survive with little to no fertilizer--
maybe a little bit in the early spring. The ‘Amber Jubilee’ in more sun grew larger and
had more flowers this spring. The ‘Diablo’ is smaller, but with just as many flowers. The
best thing is after they’re fully established in full sun with plenty of water, they’re
extremely drought tolerant. | plan to trim the larger one since it has already bloomed, and
it blooms on old wood. Ninebark has been deer resistant for me.

Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia): The two crape myrtles that | planted when we first moved
3 years ago have surprised me. Both are fully leafed out in spite of total neglect, and are
already 4 feet tall. | have no idea which cultivar they are since I lost the label long ago. |
should have fertilized them with a balanced, slow-release fertilizer in the spring, so | can
only hope that they’ll flower just as heavily this year as
they have in the past.

Penstemon: All of my penstemons, and | have quite a
few different cultivars, have bloomed and are just about
ready to be cut back and rebloom. What a tough plant!
Penstemons are very drought tolerant and deer/rabbit
— resistant. Fortunately, they don’t require much fertilizer,
if any. | usually use a low-nitrogen, granular fertilizer in the spring to discourage floppy,
green growth. This year, I obviously didn’t fertilize these plants, and they didn’t care.

Hostas: The hostas on the north side of our home appreciated the spring rain, and so
far, haven’t seemed to mind the blistering heat and my lack of watering. Deer have
munched on the flowers of a few plants, but the recent hot, dry weather has
discouraged the slugs that will inevitably arrive when we get more rain. | plan to
sprinkle slug pellets before that happens.




Brunnera macrophylla: Between the hostas lie 3 brunneras. | think they’re ‘Jack Frost’
or ‘Jack of Diamonds’. Their spectacular true-blue flowers in the spring were amazing.
The ragged, leftover stems not so much. | have to cut those flowering stems back, but
I’'m not concerned about their reseeding since these hybrids are sterile. They’re going
to need water soon. | noticed that some of the leaves are starting to look a little crinkly.

One caveat that applies to all of these plants: Don’t neglect them during that critical
first year of planting and expect these Survivors to do well. They all require the right
type of soil with good drainage, correct placement (sun, part sun, or shade) and
judicious watering in order to establish a strong root system and become established.
Most do not appreciate heavy doses of fertilizer during that first year.

I’1l have to figure out what to plant in the 25-foot bed that last fall held newly-planted hydrangeas, hostas, and azaleas.
All but one lonely hydrangea has survived. It doesn’t look good, and I should have known better than to plant it in soil
that contained too much clay. For right now, I’ll improve the soil in that area with heavy doses of compost, perlite,
vermiculite, and peat moss before | plant more Survivors. #

B & L Tulip Farm, Ursem, Netherlands
By Phyllis Rose

While traveling in the Netherlands in June 2026, | took the opportunity to visit a wholesale tulip
farm. B & L Tulip Farms has been in operations since 1968.

They ship out tulip bouquets to all parts of the world. They are considered small to mid-size in their
operation. And they ship out 12 million tulips every year!

There are 2 parts to the operation:
1. Production process of the tulip bulb

2. Production process of the tulip

In producing the tulip bulb, they plant small tulip bulbs in the ground in October. When
planting, they put netting below and above the bulb. The netting makes it easy to harvest &
the bulbs when ready. There is a machine that does this process. When the tulip begins to flower in the spring, they cut
off the tulip heads so that all the energy goes into making the tulip bulb bigger. In the summer, they take the bulbs out of
the ground and grade the bulbs into small or large. They only use the large ones to create the tulips they use for selling.
The small ones may go in the ground again in October. | found it interesting; they only use the land every 7 years to grow
the bulbs. During the other years, it is used to graze cattle and to build the nutrients up.

After sorting the bulbs, they plant the large bulbs in crates and give them time to root. They have large freezers they store
the rooted bulbs in and when ready, they place the crates in the greenhouses. It takes about 26 days for the blooms to be
ready to harvest.

When ready to harvest, the tulips are pulled out of the crate, placed on a conveyor belt that cuts off the bulb, goes through
a process of grading and then placed in a bouquet, ready to be shipped. The bulbs that are cut off are not reused — they
have found sheep like to eat the bulbs!

The flowers are not fully opened when being prepared to ship. The bouquets sell for 20-40 euros. And are shipped
throughout the world.

And | guess, we were fortunate, they only give about a dozen tours a year — glad | was part of one! 4

The Ohio State University Extension embraces human diversity and is committed to ensuring that all research and related educational programs are available to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, sexual
orientation, gender identity or expression, disability, or veteran status. This statement is in accordance with United States Civil Rights Laws and the USDA. Associate Vice President for Agricultural Administration; Associate Dean, College of Food, Agricultural, and

Environmental Sciences; Director, Ohio State University Extension and Gist Chair in Extension Education and Leadership. TDD No. 800-589-8292 (Ohio only) Newsletter Editor: Carol Strayer, carolstrayer@yahoo.com

8



mailto:carolstrayer@yahoo.com

Dipladenia

Dipladenia or Mandevilla?
By Ann Heeley

I love tropical plants, and because I haven’t been very successful in
overwintering them, | buy new plants every year. So what’s the difference
between the two? The short answer is Mandevilla is a vining plant that can
grow up to 10 feet in one summer. Dipladenia is more of a shrub-like plant,
great in containers and hanging baskets. In garden centers, they may have
identical labels, making it difficult to determine which one you’re buying.

Dipladenia has smaller, matte leaves and smaller flowers. It will not vine, so
you won’t see tendrils attempting to attach themselves to a structure.
Mandevilla has much larger, glossy leaves and larger flowers. Dipladenia
often has slightly flatter flowers than Mandevilla. Mandevilla grows a little
faster, but neither requires deadheading. Both have flowers in either red,
white, yellow, purple, or pink. Proven Winners has ‘Diamantina Opal Yellow’
Dipladenia-Mandevilla that vines. Even Proven Winners can’t decide which is
which, so they double dip! There are also shrub-like, yellow Dipladenias that
stay compact. Monrovia developed a coral Dipladenia that turns lavender
(which they call Mandevilla) in their Sun Parasol series. Named ‘XP
Bluephoria’, it is not widely available yet, but is sold by Proven Winners.

These tropical plants work well in any full-sun spot if provided with fertilizer.
They are heavy feeders and enjoy regular shots of liquid fertilizer with a high
middle number. They also appreciate being watered on a regular basis, but if
you forget, they are very forgiving and rather drought tolerant. Neither one
likes wet feet, so avoid overwatering. Their trumpet-shaped flowers attract
bees, butterflies, and hummingbirds. (Note: In my years of growing
Mandevilla and Dipladenia, I’ve never seen a hummingbird on my plants, but
since they’re not near a window, | may have missed this visitor.)

Mandevilla and Dipladenia are readily available at garden centers and big box
stores. Get the smaller ones. They’re much less expensive and will grow
rapidly to provide season-long color with very little maintenance.

UPDATE ON THE KOOL-AID SPRAY
By Ann Heeley
In my last episode, | told readers about using grape Kool-Aid to deter birds from
my blueberries. Grape Kool-Aid is artificially flavored with a substance called
methyl anthranilate, a synthetic, benign chemical that doesn’t affect the flavor of
berries. Nor is it harmful to the plant itself, people, or pets. Unlike the substances
in real grapes, methyl anthranilate irritates the beaks and throats of birds. (Which
is why birds are not averse to using vineyards as their own personal buffets.)

I’ve been using the grape Kool-Aid spray religiously ever since | discovered there
is real science behind it. But there are also a few caveats. #1: The blueberries
must be sprayed practically every day, preferably early in the morning or late at
night because methyl anthranilate dissipates rather quickly. #2: Even if rainfall
doesn’t amount to more than .01 inches, the substance wears off, allowing birds to
regain their domain. Those days in which we’ve had intermittent rainfall during
the day have been frustrating. #3: I’ve found that using 2 packets of Kool-Aid to
1 quart of water and making sure to spray low as well as high works the best. You
never know where those sneaky devils are likely to make a sneak attack.

Overall, however, I’ve found real success in spraying my blueberries with Kool-
Aid. My blueberry harvest so far has been gratifying, even though I wasn’t able to
fertilize or prune this spring. I’ll definitely keep this bird repellent on my go-to
list. @



