
Junior Fair Board Meeting Date: January 19th, 2025 

Meeting was called to order by President, Tyler Yarkosky 

Pledge of Allegiance: Maddox Abke 

4-H Pledge: Maddox Abke 

Roll Call was taken by Secretary, Jared Baker 

Shelby County Junior Fair 2025 Suggestions to Review: 

Rule Changes 

• The Showman of Showmen for Poultry should be allowed to participate in the Showmanship 
Sweepstakes Competition.  

o Discussion regarding how this is a recurring suggestion and possible solutions to slowly 
introduce these exhibitors to the contest.  

o Discussion about the way other county fairs organize their contests to include poultry. 
JFB discussed how if poultry exhibitors were added, rabbit exhibitors should be as well. 

 Junior Fair Board supports the addition of poultry and rabbit exhibitors to 
the Showman of Showmen contest. For the poultry and rabbit portion of the 
contest, all participants will have to handle a stuffed version and answer 
questions for each species 

• Increase the voucher amount from $3.00 to $10.00  
o Discussion regarding how this would be a large jump, JFB recognized that this would 

make sense for those that take Non-Livestock projects, but unfeasible for our livestock 
exhibitors 

 Junior Fair Board passed along this information to Senior Fair Board as they 
are the ones who pay out those vouchers. Senior Fair Board declines due to 
feasibility 

• The date of birth for market goats should be moved to be equivalent to what is offered for 
market lambs 

o Discussion how there is currently no way to enforce the current birthdate restriction 
for market goats 

o Discussion how county fairs around Shelby County that are later use a later birthdate 
than us 

o Discussion how if there were questions regarding the age of a goat their milk teeth 
could be checked 

 Junior Fair Board supports. New wording: “Goats must be under one year of 
age at fair” 

• All steers should be wiped down before the Final Drive 
o Discussion regarding the direction of the wiping, when wiping should occur, and the 

inclusion of 2nd place winners to increase efficiency and prevent breaks in the show 
 Junior Fair Board supports continuing this rule with the inclusion of 2nd 

place market cattle. New wording: “All 1st and 2nd place market cattle will be 



checked again in the makeup area prior to going in the ring for the 
championship drive.” 

• Provide clarification on beef arrival times 
o Discussion regarding conflict in the book last year and issues at last years fair 
o Discussion about how to provide clarity on this topic 

 Junior Fair Board supports. Market cattle must be on the fairgrounds prior 
to their check/weigh-in (5:30 PM) 

Suggestions to the Fair 

• Move Breeding Turkeys to be a tabletop show 
o Discussion regarding judge’s preference on where these birds are shown. 
o Discussion about the safety of the bird’s and exhibitors 

 Junior Fair Board declines 
• Move to using goat friendly panels on the sheep/goat side of the Multi-Livestock Complex 

instead of the panels used for the swine side 
o Discussion regarding cost factor and feasibility 

 Junior Fair Board declines due to cost 
• All classes should have more than 1 entry, preferably more than 2 

o Discussion regarding why there are some classes that only have 1-2 entries (market 
cattle weight spread, Breed Shows, Dairy Cattle Show, etc.) 

 Junior Fair Board supports within reason (some instances it can’t happen) 
• During Skillathon, participants should have to sit away from their family and friends 

o Discussion regarding the current seating arrangement and special accommodations for 
some Junior Fair members  

 Junior Fair Board supports implementing a new seating arrangement, 
having Junior Fair Board members observe the tests being taken, and highly 
encourages those on a Winning 4-H Plan to schedule an appointment to take 
their Skillathon  

 Any Junior Fair youth that have been identified as cheating will not have 
their score counted in the Skillathon contest (it will still count for 
completion) 

• Move the Time to Shine Show to earlier in the day/time during the fair 
o Discussion about timing, implementation, and marketing 

 Junior Fair Board declines due to availability of the arenas and participants 
• Scrapbooking at the Ohio State Fair for digital and traditional should be judged separately.  

 Passed along to the State Fair Department Superintendent 
• For modeling, there needs to be a better speaker system and stage for the contestants. 

o Discussion about alternative options and scheduling of the Entertainment Tent 
 Junior Fair Board tables, Working with SFB to see if feasible to move to the 

Entertainment Tent 
• Make sure all Top 5 in each showmanship are recognized 

 Junior Fair Board supports 
• Move the Pen of Two Show to before the Breeding Sheep Show 



o Discussion regarding how this change would affect Pen of Two exhibitors and Breeding 
Sheep exhibitors 

 Junior Fair Board supports. The Pen of Two Show will be prior to the 
Breeding Sheep Show. The Show will start at 1 PM 

 

 

 


